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VA N C O U V E R H O U S I N G C O N F E R E N C E

Agenda
8:00 am

Breakfast

8:30 am

Welcome - Ben Rabidoux

9:00 am 9:45 am

Canadian macro update & rates outlook - Ed Devlin

9:45 am 10:45 am

Realtor panel – Have we hit bottom yet? An overview of latest resale trends
- Derek Grech, Ian Watt, Steve Saretsky

10:45 am 11:00 am

Break

11:00 am 11:30 am

How money exits money legally and illegally from China and how China is cracking down
- Christine Duhaime

11:30 am 12:15 pm

Financial crime panel - Christine Duhaime, Henry Tso, Marc Cohodes

12:15 pm

Lunch

1:00 pm 1:30 pm

Money laundering in BC: How big a problem is it really and where do we go from here?
- Attorney General David Eby

1:30 pm 2:00 pm

David Eby in conversation with Marc Cohodes

2:00 pm 2:20 pm

The state of the MIC market in BC
- Hali Noble

2:20 pm 2:30 pm

Break

2:30 pm 3:15 pm

Mortgage panel - The state of the mortgage market post-B20: Challenges & opportunities
- Hali Noble, Taylor Little, Geoff Willis

3:15 pm 4:00 pm

Credit panel - Looking for signs of a turning credit cycle
- Blair Mantin and Peter Powers

4:00 pm 4:45 pm

Alberta panel - Views from the front lines in Alberta: Green shoots or a weakening macro
backdrop? - Hilliard MacBeth, Mark Fishman, Troy Abromaitis

Cocktail Reception To Follow
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VA N C O U V E R H O U S I N G C O N F E R E N C E

Speakers
Mr. Eby is the provincial government representative (MLA) for Vancouver-Point Grey, first elected
in 2013.
A proud local resident, he was re-elected in 2017 to serve a second term in the B.C. Legislature and in
July 2017 was appointed to his current role as Attorney General by Premier John Horgan. Mr. Eby is
also responsible for Gambling policy, Liquor policy and the Insurance Corporation of BC (ICBC) for
the province.

David
Eby

Before he was elected, he was the Executive Director of the BC Civil Liberties Association, an
adjunct professor of law at the University of British Columbia, president of the HIV/AIDS Legal
Network, and served on the Vancouver Foundation’s Heath and Social Development Committee.
An award-winning human rights lawyer, he has been repeatedly recognized in local media as one of
British Columbia’s most effective advocates and has appeared at all levels of court in BC.

Mr. Cohodes is a former General Partner of Rocker Partners/ Copper River from 1985-2009. He
began his career at the Northern Trust Company in 1982 after graduating Babson College with a BS
in Finance. He has been profiled in the books; Reckless Endangerment, Selling America Short ,The
Most Dangerous Trade. He was the subject of two Harvard Business School Cases study on his efforts
to expose Mortgage Fraud at Novastar and accounting chicanery at Signet. He was named one of the
“Power List: 25 movers and shakers we’re buzzing about” in 2017 by the Financial Post. He resides in
Cotati, California, where he runs Alder Lane Farm.

Marc
Cohodes

Ed Devlin
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Mr. Devlin is a managing director, a generalist portfolio manager and head of Canadian portfolio
management. In this multi-faceted role, he is responsible for developing PIMCO’s Canadian economic outlook and portfolio strategies. He is quoted often as an authority on the Canadian fixed income
market and liability-driven investing by leading publications, including the National Post, Globe &
Mail, and The New York Times. Mr. Devlin is also a frequent participant on the Business News Network and speaks extensively at CFA conferences and other events. Prior to joining PIMCO in 2006,
he worked in London, Tokyo, Toronto, Hong Kong and New York in progressively more senior fixed
income positions at Lehman Brothers and Merrill Lynch. He holds a bachelor’s degree in business administration from Wilfrid Laurier University, where he was the gold medal recipient. He also holds
an MBA from the Tuck School at Dartmouth College.

VA N C O U V E R H O U S I N G C O N F E R E N C E

Speakers
Ms. Duhaime practices law with Duhaime Law in Vancouver.
She is a member of the International Association of Financial Crime Investigators, the Association
of Chiefs of Police, the Association of Certified Anti-Money Laundering Specialists and the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers. She has a specialized financial crime practice and is a
certified financial crime and anti-money laundering specialist, an American certification.

Christine
Duhaime

Duhaime Law advises on financial crime compliance which includes counter-terrorist financing,
anti-money laundering law and sanctions law compliance for several Fortune Global 500 companies,
global law firms, financial institutions, casinos, money services businesses, securities brokerages and
for emerging financial technology firms such as digital financial services, including digital currencies. The firm also consults for clients in financial investigations, and forensics to trace assets in
banks and at digital currency exchanges for litigation and recovery purposes, as well as auditing
digital currency exchanges.

Henry is currently an independent consultant. He advises clients on anti-fraud strategies and major
fraud and money laundering investigations.
Previously, Henry led the property and casualty insurance industry’s anti-fraud efforts as the
Vice-President of Investigative Services at the Insurance Bureau of Canada (IBC), with overall accountability for ensuring that the anti-fraud efforts of IBC, governments and insurers are optimized
to combat fraud and money laundering and minimize its costs to the industry.

Henry Tso
MBA, CPA, CGA, CFF

Prior to his work at IBC, Henry was a Superintendent with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.
There he had a successful career where he was the Officer in Charge of Financial Integrity in British
Columbia. This role included responsibility for commanding several units, as well as responsibility
for a fraud strategy, intelligence and enforcement of all major fraud and money laundering investigations in the province.
Henry has a wealth of Canadian and international experience, having served in various roles in China, South Korea and Mongolia, and in the provinces of Ontario and BC. He has commanded various
international projects investigating fraud, money laundering and terrorist financing. In addition, he
has provided direction, support and assistance to Canadian law enforcement agencies in the prevention and detection of international offences that impact Canada.
Mr. Watt is internationally recognized as one of the leaders in real estate marketing and ranked in
the top 1% of 9,800 members in the Real Estate Board of Greater Vancouver. He specializes in luxury
condominiums particularly in Yaletown, Coal Harbour and Downtown’s new urban condo markets.
His clientele not only includes local residents and investors but also sports celebrities, entrepreneurs, royalty, international investors, and fellow realtors.
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Ian
Watt

Mr. Watt has been featured in the New York Times, the Globe and Mail, Inc. Magazine, Entrepreneur Magazine, MSNBC, The Vancouver Sun, The Province, CTV, Global TV, CBC Television,
CityTV, Business in Vancouver, and various other web, print and radio programs.

VA N C O U V E R H O U S I N G C O N F E R E N C E

Speakers
Mr. Grech is currently the top producing realtor at Angell Hasman and Associates with in-depth
strategic knowledge of West Vancouver, Edgemont Village, & Downtown.
Entering his 10 year in the business, Grech opened up his own firm under the Angell Hasman umbrella in Dundarave, West Vancouver 2 years ago.

Derek
Grech

Prior to entering real estate he worked in senior marketing positions for 15 years for international
brands such as McDonald’s Restaurants, Future Shop, Best Buy, Nike, and Sears. In tough markets,
Grech has still produced with over $100 million in sales for 2018 and is already on pace to surpass
that in 2019.

Mr. Saretsky is a Vancouver Residential Realtor and author behind one of Vancouver’s most popular
Real Estate Blogs. He is widely considered a thought leader in the industry with regular appearances
on BNN, CBC, CKNW, CTV and a contributor to BC Business Magazine.
His dedication to analyzing the stats, financial landscape, and policies affecting Vancouver Real
Estate have allowed him to build a successful business among the top 10% of Greater Vancouver Realtors while working with and providing advisory services to institutional investors and residential
developers.

Steve
Saretsky
Ms. Noble is a founding Director and SVP Broker Relations of Fisgard, one of Canada’s largest MIC
managers. She is ‘the face’ of Fisgard and in charge of mortgage broker and lender relationships,
communication and business advancement across Canada.
She is a mortgage lending specialist having spent her entire professional business career as a mortgage broker and lender. She has been extensively involved in all trade associations and was the
President of the Mortgage Brokers Association of BC (CMBA-BC) as well as Chair of CAAMP (now
Mortgage Professionals Canada).

Hali
Noble
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Ms. Noble has received several industry awards for innovation, dedication, education, business
practices and ethics. Most notable of these recognitions are the induction to the Canadian Mortgage Hall of Fame, the British Columbia Mortgage Brokers Association Pioneer Award for Lifetime
Achievement and being named one of WXN Canada’s Top 100 Most Powerful Women in the category
of Trailblazers and Trendsetters.

VA N C O U V E R H O U S I N G C O N F E R E N C E

Speakers
Mr. Willis has been in the mortgage origination business for 30 years. A third of that time was spent
with TD Canada Trust managing their Mortgage Sales Force, with the balance spent as an entrepreneur owning a mortgage brokerage in Vancouver, Origin Mortgages. Origin employs 50 Mortgage
Advisors and support staff and has helped over 25,000 Greater Vancouver families achieve home
ownership.

Geoff
Willis

He is also President & CEO of Newton Connectivity Systems, a financial technology company
owned in conjunction with Dominion Lending Centres, Canada’s largest National Mortgage Company to deliver better technology tools in connecting mortgage clients, brokers and lenders together
digitally and seamlessly throughout the mortgage process. Newton has just surpassed a billion dollars
in monthly submissions and has grown 10 fold over the last 12 months.

Mr. Little is CEO of Neighbourhood Holdings, a private residential mortgage fund with assets under
management of approx. $150 million diversified across Canada. Neighbourhood Holdings was initially founded as a strategy within the Conconi family office (Conconi Growth Partners) before being
spun out in 2015 to invite outside capital to invest alongside the family. Mr. Little is also a partner
with Conconi Growth Partners.

Taylor
Little

Prior to joining Neighbourhood Holdings and Conconi Growth Partners, he was a lawyer in the
Corporate and Securities Group of Stikeman Elliott LLP’s Vancouver office. During his time at
Stikeman Elliott LLP, Mr. Taylor was counsel to a number of private and public companies, angel
investors, venture capitalists and private equity funds and has advised on several corporate finance
and M&A transactions, asset and share transactions, listing applications, strategic transactions and
corporate governance matters.
He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Victoria, a Bachelor of Laws degree from
the University of Alberta and a Master of Laws degree from the University of London, all with
distinction. Heis a lawyer in good standing with the Law Society of British Columbia, and a licensed
mortgage broker in British Columbia.

Mr. Mantin is a licensed insolvency trustee with 13 years of experience. He is Senior Vice President
of Sands & Associates, a leading consumer insolvency firm with 15 office locations throughout British Columbia

Blair
Mantin
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Speakers
Mr. Powers is President of Accurate Bailiff Group and has been a licensed bailiff since 1987 and a
court bailiff since 1994.
He is past president of the BC Bailiff Association and past board member of Consumer Protection
BC’s Debt Collection Industry Advisory Board.
Mr, Powers is a sought after guest speaker and lecturer having participated in numerous industry
panels and conferences.

Peter
Powers
Mr. MacBeth is Director, Wealth Management and Portfolio Manager with Richardson GMP Limited. He is a former Chairman of the Alberta division of the Investment Dealers’ Association of
Canada.

Hilliard
MacBeth

He attained the Fellow of Canadian Securities Institute (FCSI) designation in 1981, winning the John
R. Kimber Memorial Award for the highest marks of any Canadian industry student. Mr. MacBeth
heads the MacBeth Group which provides financial guidance and portfolio management expertise
to a small number of high-net-worth individuals and families. His involvement in the investment
industry spans more than 40 years as a professional and 47 years as an investor.

Mr. Abromaitis is Director of Development at Bucci Developments and Bucci Property Corp, a residential developer with active projects in Alberta and British Columbia.
He holds qualifications as a Licensed Realtor, Property Manager and Managing Broker in both BC
and Alberta and is the designated Mortgage Broker for Bucci’s mortgage investment corporation. He
was also named one of professional Builder Magazine’s Top 40 Under 40 in 2012.

Troy
Abromaitis
Mr. Fishman has 12 years of real estate and property management experience in Alberta. He currently manages the day-to-day operations of his family’s real estate portfolio, including rental and
property management, acquisitions, and accounting.
Mr. Fishman previously served as franchise development officer for the Medicine Shoppe Pharmacies. He holds a B.Com in Finance from the Haskayne School of Business.
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Mark
Fishman

